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DETAILED ACTION 



Amendment 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of the amendment filed on March 1 1 , 2004. In the amendment 
5 claims 1,5, and 9 were amended. Currently, claims 1-11 remain for examination. 



Examiner's Amendment 
2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
10 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was granted during a telephone interview 
with Mr. Jiwen Chen on April 1, 2004 (see attached Interview Summary). 

15 IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

Claim 2 (currently amended): An electronic payments system wherein a real or virtual 
multifunctional pre-paid card allocated a specific card number is issued to a user, and the user 
settles payment for goods or telephone and other services using the allocated card number of the 
20 prepaid card, the system comprising: 

a master database for storing the card number and balance information of the pre-paid 
card issued to the user and managing the same; 
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a pre-paid calling card system connected to a telephone network and the master database 
for authenticating the pre-paid card, settling the authenticated pre-paid card and balancing from 
the balance information of the corresponding card number of the pre-paid card through inquiry to 
the master database when a request for settlement is received through the telephone network; 
5 a settlement server being connected to a data communication network and the pre-paid 

calling card system for authenticating the pre-paid card, settling the authenticated pre-paid card 
and balancing from the balance information of the corresponding card number of the pre-paid 
card by inquiry to the master database through the pre-paid calling card system when a request 
for settlement is received through the data communication network; and 

10 a cyber card site for allocating a specific pre-paid card number and transferring the same 

to the user after settlement for purchase of the pre-paid card according to purchase request by the 
user through the Internet; 

wherein payments of various goods, telephone and other services respectively requested 
through the telephone network and the data communication network being integrally carried out 

15 with the one pre-paid card through the master database. 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The electronic payments system according to claim 2, 
wherein the cyber card site inquiring whether the pre-paid card purchased by the user is used by 
the user or is given to others as a gift from the user, and when chosen as a gift, transferring the 
20 card number of the purchased pre-paid card to an E-mail address of the other person being 
designated by the user. 
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Claim 4 (previously presented): The electronic payments system according to claim 2, 
wherein the cyber card site has a function for receiving the card number of the pre-purchased 
pre-paid card from the user in response to a recharge request from the user, wherein the user 
having access to the site through the Internet, and proceeding to settle payment for recharge 
5 relative to the received card number of the pre-paid card. 

Claim 5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (currently amended): An electronic payments system wherein a real or virtual 
multifunctional pre-paid card allocated a specific card number is issued to a user, and the user 
settles payment for goods or telephone and other services using the allocated card number of the 
10 prepaid card, the system comprising: 

a master database for storing the card number and balance information of the pre-paid 
card issued to the user and managing the same; 

a pre-paid calling card system connected to a telephone network and the master database 
for authenticating the pre-paid card, settling the authenticated pre-paid card and balancing from 
15 the balance information of the corresponding card number of the pre-paid card through inquiry to 
the master database when a request for settlement is received through the telephone network; 

a settlement server being connected to a data communication network and the pre-paid 
calling card system for authenticating the pre-paid card, settling the authenticated pre-paid card 
and balancing from the balance information of the corresponding card number of the pre-paid 
20 card by inquiry to the master database through the pre-paid calling card system when a request 
for settlement is received through the data communication network; and 
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a cyber card site for allocating a specific pre-paid card number and transferring the same 
to the user after settlement for purchase of the pre-paid card according to purchase request by the 
user through the Internet; 

wherein payments of various goods, telephone and other services respectively requested 
5 through the telephone network and the data communication network being integrally carried out 
with the one pre-paid card through the master database at bout the same time. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): The electronic payments system according to claim 6, 
wherein the cyber card site inquiring whether the pre-paid card purchased by the user is used by 
10 the user or is given to others as a gift from the user, and when chosen as a gift, transferring the 
card number of the purchased pre-paid card to an E-mail address of the other person being 
designated by the user. 

Claim 8 (previously presented): The electronic payments system according to claim 6, 
15 wherein the cyber card site has a function for receiving the card number of the pre-purchased 
pre-paid card from the user in response to a recharge request from the user, wherein the user 
having access to the site through the Internet, and proceeding to settle payment for recharge 
relative to the received card number of the pre-paid card. 

20 Claim 9 (currently amended): An electronic payments system wherein a real or virtual 

multifunctional pre-paid card allocated a specific card number is issued to a user through a cyber 
card site for allocating a specific pre-paid card number and transferring the same to the user after 
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settlement for purchase of the pre-paid card according to purchase request by the user through 
the Internet, and the user settles payment for goods or telephone and other services using the 
allocated card number of the prepaid card, the system consisting essentially of: 

a master database for storing the card number and balance information of the pre-paid 
5 card issued to the user and managing the same; 

a pre-paid calling card system connected to a telephone network and the master database 
for authenticating the pre-paid card, settling the authenticated pre-paid card and balancing from 
the balance information of the corresponding card number of the pre-paid card through inquiry to 
the master database when a request for settlement is received through the telephone network; and 
10 a settlement server being connected to a data communication network and the pre-paid 

calling card system for authenticating the pre-paid card, settling the authenticated pre-paid card 
and balancing from the balance information of the corresponding card number of the pre-paid 
card by inquiry to the master database through the pre-paid calling card system when a request 
for settlement is received through the data communication network; 
15 wherein payments of various goods, telephone and other services respectively requested 

through the telephone network and the data communication network being integrally carried out 
with the one pre-paid card through the master database. 

Claim 10 (previously presented): The electronic payments system according to claim 9, 
20 wherein the cyber card site inquiring whether the pre-paid card purchased by the user is used by 
the user or is given to others as a gift from the user, and when chosen as a gift, transferring the 
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card number of the purchased pre-paid card to an E-mail address of the other person being 
designated by the user. 

Claim 1 1 (previously presented): The electronic payments system according to claim 9, 
5 wherein the cyber card site has a function for receiving the card number of the pre-purchased 
pre-paid card from the user in response to a recharge request from the user, wherein the user 
having access to the site through the Internet, and proceeding to settle payment for recharge 
relative to the received card number of the pre-paid card. 

10 Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-4 and 6-11 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claims are 
directed at a prepaid card and transactions utilizing pre-paid cards. Prepaid cards are well known 
in the art and widely used in various industries. Prepaid cards started with calling card 

15 purchasing time for telecommunications, however, the cards are used by virtually all retailers 
such as bookstores, department stores, restaurants, etc. Accordingly, the methods for purchasing 
and using prepaid cards are also well known in the art. However, the cited references, taken 
alone or in combination, fail to show or fairly teach the specific method wherein the prepaid are 
sold at the card site allowing the users to enter a card number for purchase, and the card 

20 delivered to the users after payment has been made as set forth in the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



5 Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AhshikKim whose telephone number is (571)272-2393. The 
examiner can normally be reached between the hours of 6:00AM to 3:00PM Monday thru 
Friday. 

10 If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Michael G. Lee, can be reached on (571)272-2398. The fax number directly to the 
Examiner is (571)273-2393. The fax phone number for this Group is (703)872-9306. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
15 addressed to [ahshik.kim@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
20 set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 

Ahshik Kim ^ ^ 

Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
30 April 1,2004 




